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BIBLE BOWL -2016 

Lesson #11 –Jephthah 
Scripture Reading: Judges 11:1-4 

Introduction: 
1. There are a great number of lessons we glean from the judges of the OT –Ro 15:4, 1Co 10:11 
2. Jephthah has several qualities that have application for our lives today. 
3. In this lesson we will examine four of these qualities… 
 
I. HE WAS REJECTED BY OTHERS -11:1-3 
 A. JEPHTHAH’S REJECTION 
  1. He was the son of a harlot –vs. 1 
  2. He was therefore rejected by his brothers and cast out. 
 
 B. GOD USES THOSE WHO OTHERS MAY NOT EXPECT 
  1. This is true for Moses –Ex 2:14, Ac 7:27-28 
  2. This is true of David 
   a. Samuel thought Eliab would be the Lord’s anointed -1Sa 16:6 
   b. David was ruddy with bright eyes and good looking –1Sa 16:12 
  3. This is also true of Christ –Jn 1:11 
  4. Remember, if we are rejected we are in good company.  It certainly does not mean God has no place  
   for you. 
 
II. HE KNEW THE HISTORY -11:4-28 
 A. THE PEOPLE OF AMMON CAME AND MADE WAR AGAINST ISRAEL 
  1. Jephthah sent messengers to them to hear their complaint 
  2. They claimed Israel had taken their land -11:12-13 
 
 B. JEPHTHAH SETS THEM STRAIGHT -11:14-28 
  1. The people of Ammon lost their land to the Amorites –11:13 
  2. The Israelites took the land from the Amorites who unlawfully attacked them –Nu 21:21-32 
  3. God is the One who gave them the victory to possess the land –Ju 11:23 
  4. They had three-hundred years of opportunity to take the land, but did not –Ju 11:26 
  5. Jephthah and the Israelites had done no wrong to them –Ju 11:27 
 
III. HE HAD FAITH IN GOD 
 A. HE CONQUERED THE PEOPLE OF AMMON –Ju 11:32-33 
 
 B. HE CONQUERED THE PEOPLE OF EPHRAIM –Ju 12:1-7 
 
IV. HIS VOW BEFORE THE LORD 
 A. THE VOW –Ju 11:30-31 
 
 B. THE FULFILLMENT OF THE VOW –Ju 11:34-40 
 
 C. TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT 
  1. He offered her as a burnt sacrifice to God (Josephus holds this view) 
  2. She was dedicated to the Lord and remained in a state of virginity (Glen Archer holds this view) 
  3. Some observations: 
   a. Human sacrifice was not acceptable before God –Le 20:2-3 
   b. Guilty children could not be put to death without consent of magistrate –De 21:18-21 
   c. Jonathan was spared from Saul by the people -1Sa 14:45 
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Conclusion:  
 
We learn from Jephthah… 
1. Rejection by men does not equate rejection by God 
2. Wisdom is always to be employed in our association with the world 
3. We must keep our faith in God 
4. We hold fast to our commitment we have made to Christ 


